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Car sharing in Germany: DriveNow continues to lead the market 

 

 Popular: Joint venture sees significant ongoing growth in membership 

 Profitable: DriveNow now operating at a profit in Germany for the third year running 

 Future-oriented: Promotion of e-mobility and traffic relief measures in all DriveNow 

cities 

 

Munich, February 21, 2017 – DriveNow, the carsharing joint venture of the BMW Group and 

SIXT SE, is able to look back on its third profitable year in Germany. Thanks to a solid 

economic basis and further significant growth in its customer base, the company has a key 

role to play in the development of the German car sharing market. As announced by 

Bundesverband Carsharing e.V. (bcs) at its press conference today, the market as whole 

had more than 1.7 million members as of the turn of the year. 74 per cent of them are 

customers of free-floating car sharing, of which DriveNow holds a share of approximately 

half. 

 

“We have seen healthy ongoing customer growth in double-digit percentage figures ever 

since we started,” says Sebastian Hofelich, DriveNow Managing Director. “This constant 

growth – even in cities where DriveNow has been on offer for a long time – shows that there 

is still great potential for free-floating car sharing. We don’t just define success based on 

membership growth and market share, however. Since reaching the operational profitability 

threshold in Germany in mid-2014 we’ve demonstrated that DriveNow is a stable and 

economically sustainable mobility scheme,” says Hofelich. “This is an excellent basis for 

successful further development.”  

 

Sustainability and future orientation are crucial to Drive Now. In 2016 the company adapted 

its fleet to increasing membership, expanding it by 20 per cent. The fact that use of vehicle 

capacity has remained consistently high reflects the level of customer activity. The joint 

venture has been able to establish itself particularly successfully as a powerful driving force 

behind electric mobility. Electrically powered vehicles are now an integral part of the fleet in 

all DriveNow cities. No other provider in Germany has been able to generate interest and 

enthusiasm for e-mobility among so many people. As Hofelich says: “In Germany alone we 
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have seen a total of some 900,000 trips in the electrically powered BMW i3 in our fleet. 

Customers give us lots of positive feedback – they very much appreciate the fact that we 

offer an electrical alternative in each one of our cities.” DriveNow now has its sights firmly set 

on the future of urban areas: the company regards itself as a partner to municipal authorities, 

universities and institutions. In order to promote the integration of car sharing, DriveNow is 

supporting various pilot projects in Berlin and Hamburg where new forms of urban mobility 

are being tested in practice, as well as helping with studies so as to provide local authorities 

reliable figures on which to base their policy-making. The municipal authorities of Munich 

commissioned a scientific study, for example: it1 demonstrated the positive impact of car 

sharing on private transportation: 11.6 per cent of car sharing customers in Munich have 

done away with at least one privately owned vehicle since joining the scheme, and of these, 

two thirds said that the availability of car sharing was a major or fairly important reason for 

their decision. The longitudinal study “WiMobil” on the effects of e-car sharing systems on 

mobility and the environment in urban areas2 impressively demonstrates that the free-floating 

DriveNow car sharing fleet already substitutes three times the number of privately owned 

cars. 

 

On this basis, DriveNow plans to extend its service once again in 2017, providing car sharing 

in additional European cities so as to close the mobility gap as well as contribute to relieving 

traffic and exhaust emissions. 

 

Further information is available at drive-now.com. 

--- 

About DriveNow: 

DriveNow, the carsharing joint venture of the BMW Group and Sixt SE, is available in various 

European cities and offers a range of high-quality premium vehicles of the BMW and MINI brands to 

rent, based on the free-floating principle. The vehicles can be hired and returned independent of 

location within a defined business area. More than 800,000 registered customers find and reserve 

vehicles using the DriveNow App or website, and are able to use the service across multiple cities. 

DriveNow operates a fleet of over 5,500 vehicles in Munich, Berlin, Dusseldorf, Cologne, Hamburg, 

Vienna, London, Copenhagen, Stockholm, Brussels and Milan. Almost 20 percent of these vehicles 

                                                 
1 WiMobil – Effects of e-car sharing systems on mobility and the environment in urban areas. Munich, 
2015 
2 EVA-CS study commissioned by the City of Munich, partners: team red Deutschland GmbH, TU 
Dresden and omnitrend GmbH, conducted over a period of 48 months (2013-2014) 

http://www.drive-now.com/
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are electric BMW i3 models. Several studies have proven that one DriveNow vehicle replaces at least 

three private cars. DriveNow therefore contributes to easing the traffic situation in cities. 

 

Press contact:  

DriveNow GmbH & Co. KG Aurika von Nauman 

Seidlstraße 26   T: +49 89 / 5156 372 170  

D-80335 München  M: +49 174 / 24 16 826 

drive-now.com    aurika.nauman@drive-now.com 
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